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CULTIVATING A COMMUNITY OF CO-EDUCATORS PART 3: 

Entering the Great Conversation - 

Three Simple Habits of an Effective Primary Educator 
The starting point for becoming more active as a primary educator is pursuing the goal of education in each of our own lives. 
However, we have yet to explore concrete ways of pursuing this goal. Becoming more active in the education of our children 
can be frustrating without clear, simple, and easy methods we can incorporate into our daily lives. Here, I will present three 
simple and time-effective habits for becoming more active as a primary educator based on the great conversation.  

In classical education, we recognize the most effective means of education as the great conversation. The great conversation 
plays a prominent role in our curriculum at JPG in various ways through the stages of grammar, logic, and rhetoric (the first 
three liberal arts). Becoming acquainted with the great conversation is crucial for parents of lower school students—most 
especially for those of upper school students. The upside to this is that the great conversation gives us, as parents, a window 
of opportunity to actively engage with our children as primary educators regardless of our training and educational 
background.  

What is the great conversation? The great conversation refers to the discussion of the most important ideas in Western 
civilization (truth, goodness, justice, love, man, courage, etc.) as developed by the greatest minds (Plato, Aristotle, St. Thomas 
Aquinas, Pascal, Shakespeare, Faraday, etc.). We enter the great conversation by studying and discussing these great ideas 
using the great thinkers as our guide. While older students encounter these ideas directly, younger students in a classical 
curriculum become acquainted with the great ideas indirectly through their daily activities and topics.  

As parents, we have busy lives and rarely find the time to do much of anything (especially to study!). Moreover, jumping into 
the greatest books of Western civilization can be overwhelming. Greatly appreciating these considerations, I offer you three 
simple, time-effective habits of entering into the great conversation with your children. 

1.    Have short, great conversations everyday by asking specific questions. 

Most of us have already obtained the habit of asking our children each day about what they learned. It can be frustrating and 
difficult—downright impossible some days—to get much of a response using these kinds of open-ended questions. Asking 
specific and direct questions, however, makes it easier for a young person to respond (and makes it more difficult to give an 
indirect, evasive response).   

An example of a specific question that opens the door for a short, great conversation would be to ask what the key concept 
from a particular subject of the day was. If they don’t know, help them figure it out by talking about the class that day. Before 
you know it, you will have had a great conversation about what they learned (and also helped them review and study in under 
ten minutes!). 

Gaining this habit can be difficult, but the rewards of persistence are immeasurable. It can be awkward at first. We get better 
at asking good questions the more we practice. (Also, the more the student anticipates these questions at home, the more 
they will be paying attention in class to prepare a good response!) Pro-tip: If you are having trouble coming up with specific 
questions, talk to your child’s teacher for a list of good conversation starters about a specific class. 

2.    Read a short excerpt from their favorite reading of the week. 

At the end of each week, ask about their favorite reading of the week. If they don’t have one, make them pick one. Have 
them find a short excerpt (a really short excerpt depending on your availability) that they really enjoyed or found interesting. 
Read it with them. Give them the opportunity to teach you the great idea or key concept from the reading. This is a great 
habit for fostering wonder in your child. It is also an easy way to become more familiar with what they are learning. An added 
bonus is that it provides a great way to get to know your child better by exploring the things that interest them the most. 

3.    Set aside a little time each week to read great books as a family. 

In the age of smart phones and tablets, quality family time is becoming a scarce commodity. The qualities we instill in our 
family come from the time we set aside as a family. Showing is almost always more effective than telling. You will be hard-
pressed to find a better way to communicate the importance of education to your children than to set aside time to pursue it 
as a family. Practicing the habit of reading great books together as a family builds on the common ground you have with your 
spouse, children, and school community. 

When we discover something great, we share it with those we love. I hope these three habits help you share the great ideas 
with your family through the great conversation. Lent is a great time to establish new habits. During this season of 
conversion, take the opportunity to try these or similar practices with your children. 
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From the Headmaster 
I pray that this Lent has already been a deep source of grace for you 
and your family.  We have much for which to be grateful.  John 
Paul the Great Academy was founded on the vision that it could be 
different, that as an independent school it could avoid the latest 
educational fads, and could truly take Pope John Paul the Great as 
its inspiration.   

Just yesterday was the anniversary of his death, and John Paul the 
Great is not only our namesake, he is the model of the intellectual 
vibrancy and deep faith that we seek to live out here at JPG.  Our 
commitment as a school to the vision of its founding has not 
changed and will not change.   

As a school, we spend almost all of our time focusing on the 
intellectual formation of our students.  Our students study biology 
and learn to wonder at nature.  Our students study logic and learn 
to think mathematically.  Our students study the great books and 
they learn to engage in the great conversation about the most 
important ideas that have shaped man and ordered his relationships. 
And our students study Sacred Scripture, Sacred Tradition, and the 
writings of the saints, and learn to reflect on the mystery of God 
and his Incarnation in Jesus Christ.  This will not change. 

This rigorous and classical intellectual formation is complemented 
with a beautiful formation in virtue.  From their fidelity in their 
studies to their hard work on the football field or basketball court, 
JPG students grow in human virtue and become competent, 
effective individuals who can serve their families, their Church, and 

Students attending the JPG Canonization 
Pilgrimage to Rome. 
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their society.  This too will not change. 

And finally, and in this order, we seek to form the heart.  Through 
pilgrimages and service to the poor, and even in our Lenten Way of the 
Cross, we seek to form the hearts of JPG students to be open to grace, 
ordered in love, and attracted to the beauty of the Face of Christ.  This cannot change, if we are to be true to our 
mission as a Catholic, classical school. 

This formation of our students intellects towards the True, wills towards the Good, and hearts towards the Beautiful, 
in the view of John Paul the Great Academy, are both the heart of classical education and the very best way to form 
young Saints for the new evangelization. 

In the Peace of Christ, 

Upcoming Events 
April 4 Noon Dismissal 

April 5 State Literary Rally 

April 9 Mandatory Parent Meeting 

April 18-27 Easter Break 

April 20-29 Rome Pilgrimage to the 
Canonization of Pope John Paul         
the Great 
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 SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
 

1. John Paul II Canonization Pilgrimage – During 
Easter Break this year, 12 JPG students and 5 adult 
chaperones will be going on pilgrimage to the 
canonization of two recent popes, Pope John Paul II 
and Pope John XXIII, in Rome. These students, 
parents, and faculty members are excited to attend the 
canonization as “ambassadors” on behalf of our school 
community, and they are asking for your prayers for 
safe travel and the grace of conversion during their trip 
(April 21-30). They would also like to use this time to 
offer prayers and sacrifices for you and your loved ones. 
E-mail your intentions to Ms. Byers 
(ebyers@jpgacademy.org) or leave a note in the front 
office, and our group will pray for your needs during the 
pilgrimage. 

 
 

2. Fides et Ratio  Seminars – JPG Faculty and Staff will 
be offering parent formation evenings that will center 
around different aspects of our Catholic, classical 
curriculum. The first of these will answer the question: 
What is the Catholic approach to faith and science? 
While most people today see the faith and science as 
hostile enemies, the Church sees something quite 
different. (This will be a great opportunity to deepen 
your faith during this Lenten season!)  Contact Mr. Kyle 
Albarado, Academic Dean of Math and Sciences 
(kalbarado@jpgacademy.org), for more information.  
 

3. First Friday Devotion to the precious Sacred Heart 
of Jesus -- Confessions beginning at 5:00, Mass at 5:30. 
After Mass we will gather for potluck. Contact Dawn 
Hubbell (dhubb70508@aol.com) for more information 
and to let her know what meal you will be sharing.   
"Come to me all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest." Matthew 11:28  

 
4. JPG Women’s Group – April 11, JPG Refectory, 

6:30pm: meet & greet/dinner, 7:00pm: talk by Genie 
Summers. ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED. If possible, 
please RSVP to Gretchen George  

ACADEMICS 

5. Speech & Debate - The JPG Guardian Speech & 
Debate Team had an incredibly successful March 
showing at tournaments, thanks to the help of 
supportive parents and peers who encouraged the team 
along the way.  In particular, seven students qualified to 
compete in the Catholic National Forensic League 
(CNFL) Grand National Tournament in Chicago this 
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May.  Additionally, three students qualified to 
compete in the National Forensic League (NFL) 
National Tournament in Kansas this June.   
 
Please congratulate the following students for their 
outstanding rhetoric work as national qualifiers: 
 
Elizabeth Louis & Michael Vidrine - CNFL 
Qualifiers in Cross Examination Debate 
Luke Kirk - CNFL Qualifier in Extemporaneous 
Speaking and NFL Qualifier in Domestic 
Extemporaneous Speaking 
Noah Delatte & Logan Habetz - CNFL Qualifiers in 
Public Forum Debate 
Noah Delatte - NFL Qualifier in International 
Extemporaneous Speaking 
Jack Moore - CNFL and NFL Qualifier in 
Congressional Debate 
Madison Price - CNFL Qualifier in Congressional 
Debate  
 
Please keep our Guardians in your prayers as they 
continue their tireless preparation efforts for these 
national competitions.  Thank you for your support! 
 

6. Spanish Class – From Ms. Roberts:  On the Feast 
of the Annunciation, my Spanish students and I went 
on a field trip to visit the lower school. Their 
assignment was to think of a way to teach the little 
ones their colors and numbers in Spanish. It was 
such a precious experience to see my students using 
their own knowledge and passing it on.  
 
Two of the groups used candy to teach the colors. 
The kids enjoyed that! Another group used the card 
game "Go Fish!" to teach numbers. My students 
truly enjoyed their time with the little ones and even 
got the chance to learn something about themselves. 
This experience reminds me of how our spiritual 
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lives should be. Here, at John Paul the Great 
Academy, our students have the opportunity to be 
formed and grow in knowledge. As a result of this 
great gift, we must go out and bring joy to the 
world.  
 

 
Our Lord calls us to go forth and bring His love to 
others- to truly share the gifts we have been 
given.  In other words, we are always called to put 
that faith into action just as Mary went to bring the 
good news to her cousin Elizabeth.   
 
My Spanish students enjoyed their time so much 
that they would prefer to teach the little ones during 
every class! I reminded them that we must learn so 
that we are able to teach. Similarly, we must be fed 
with truth in order that we may go forth to serve. 
Let us be saints :) 
 

All for Jesus through Mary,  

 - Ms.Megan Roberts, Upper School 
Algebra/Spanish teacher. 

7. Library News – In March, the Cat in the Hat 
visited the library to celebrate Dr. Seuss's birthday. 
The students in Pre-K through 2nd grades ate green 
eggs and ham and sugar cookies, were told 
Dr. Seuss stories, and received a hat and 
bookmark.  In April, the students will bake and 
decorate a gingerbread man, hear the story while 
they eat it, and color a gingerbread man. We will see 
if they can run faster than their little man.    
 
We will be having the poetry presentation again on 
May 1 for grades 3 through 6 at 2:00pm in the 
library. Please come and support your child as they 
read their poems.  
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A Lenten Reflection 
 

WALKING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF 
CHRIST 

What does it mean to walk in the footsteps of 
Christ?  During this season of Lent, we are 
invited again and again to follow Jesus into the 
desert and to suffer with him.  We accompany 
Jesus along the road to Jerusalem and we hail 
him King.  We kneel in the garden and watch 
him in sadness.  We stand in the crowd while he 
is scourged, yet we feel each blow.  With Simon 
of Cyrene, we walk alongside Jesus on the path 
to Golgotha, carrying our cross as we help carry 
His.  And with St. John and our Lady, we stand 
at the foot of the Cross, looking up at our Savior 
with broken hearts and suffering souls.   

St. Josemaria, in the opening lines of his 
beautiful “Way of the Cross”, wrote:  

My Lord and my God, under the loving 
eyes of our Mother, we are making ready 
to accompany you along this path of 
sorrow, which was the price for our 
redemption. We wish to suffer all that 
You suffered, to offer you our poor, 
contrite hearts, because you are innocent, 
and yet you are going to die for us, who 
are the only really guilty ones. My 
Mother, Virgin of sorrows, help me to 
relive those bitter hours which your Son 
wished to spend on earth, so that we, 
who were made from a handful of clay, 
may finally live in libertatem gloriae 
filiorum Dei, in the freedom and glory of 
the children of God. 

No matter what difficulty or suffering we face in 
this life, may our Blessed Lady guide us along 
our path, ensuring that each step draws us closer 
to her Son, Jesus Christ. 

Blessed John Paul the Great, 

Pray for us! 
 

 

 


